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JFCS East Bay Responds to Presidential Determination on Refugee Admissions
East Bay, CA — The Presidential Determination for Fiscal Year 2026 has set refugee admissions at up to 7,500 individuals, primarily allocated to Afrikaners from South Africa. This number represents a stark contrast to 125,000 individuals admitted annually in recent years and to the average of 60,000 individuals annually in the forty-year history of the United States refugee resettlement program. By setting such a low number of arrivals and deprioritizing the resettlement of people waiting in the global refugee system, the federal government has effectively turned its back on refugees seeking safety and opportunity in the U.S.
“While federal policy drastically limits refugee admissions, effectively dismantling our nation’s historic commitment to refugees, JFCS East Bay will continue to partner with recent refugee new arrivals throughout the East Bay to support their capacity to become community contributors,” said Robin Mencher, Chief Executive Officer of JFCS East Bay. “We will continue to support refugees on their paths toward self-sufficiency and thriving as our new neighbors restart their lives. Now’s the time for all of us to work together as a community of welcome for all newcomers”
Sam Alcabes, President of the Board of Directors, added: “This determination turns a blind eye to refugees in need of safety and opportunity and is antithetical to our values. JFCS East Bay will continue its role in providing services and care for those in need and are counting on our community to step up while the federal government is stepping back.”
JFCS East Bay’s mission remains unchanged: to welcome newcomers with dignity and care, support existing clients, and advocate for the rights and safety of all refugees.

